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ARTHUR LEGGETT, OAM 

Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [12.04 pm]: I rise to acknowledge an outstanding 
member of the veterans community Mr Arthur Leggett, OAM, president of the Ex-Prisoners of War Association 
of Western Australia, who turned 100 just four days ago. I wish to acknowledge Mr Leggett; his daughters 
Sue Meagher and Maureen Rayson; his mate Ray Galliott; and Lesley Street, principal of Mount Lawley Senior 
High School, who are all seated in the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon. 

Arthur was a signaller in the Second World War and was captured in early 1941 on Crete. He spent most of the 
remaining years of the war as a POW, working in the coalmines in northern Poland, before being part of what has 
come to be labelled by historians as “The Great March”, “The Black March”, “The Death March Across Germany” 
and other similar names. Arthur was forced to march from Poland across the Czechoslovakian Alps to Bavaria, all 
in the middle of the European winter and in starvation conditions. 

Arthur not only lived out this incredible survival story during the Second World War, but also, in more recent 
years, has been a major contributor to our society, specifically through his connection to Mount Lawley Senior 
High School. Arthur has forged a long connection with the school, contributing to its Anzac Day ceremonies, 
but also taking time to educate generations of students about the meaning of Anzac and the history he knew 
firsthand through lived experience. He has also contributed for decades to the annual prisoner of war services 
held at Kings Park. 

Earlier this year, the school community recognised him by inducting him as a “Lawley Legend” for “his character, 
good humour, his sacrifice as a prisoner of war and his dedication to keeping alive the memory of his fallen 
comrades with generations of Mount Lawley Senior High School students”. What is more, just last month the 
school unveiled its new library, the Arthur Leggett OAM Library. This is a fitting tribute to a veteran and a man 
who has given so much to younger generations of Australians. Today we acknowledge not just an outstanding 
veteran, but an outstanding human. 

I personally thank him for his service in uniform and also for all he has done to enrich our society since. Thank 
you, Arthur. 

[Applause.] 
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